
Information About the Bill
It would be impossible to cover all details of the 16-page bill in the context of a single document. Along those lines, it is
also impossible to outline the many ways that this bill may be represented (or misrepresented) in the days ahead. So
instead, we will speak only on the direct impact it would have on your family (and our school) in the bill's current form.
The Students First Act allows every family in Iowa to pursue the education that best fits the needs of your family/child.
Each family choosing an accredited nonpublic school would have access to a family Educational Savings Account
(ESA). The Educational Savings Account could be used to pay for qualified educational expenses (such as tuition and
fees). In the current form of the bill, each family meeting qualifications would be eligible for approximately $7,600 per
child annually to use towards educational expenses. These funds represent the state allotment towards educational
expenses per pupil. Public schools would still receive per pupil dollars from local and federal income sources - this bill
involves only the state funding sources. The nonpublic school would never be a direct recipient of government funds.
Instead, the Educational Savings Account is controlled by the family to use at the approved educational institution of
choosing.

Effective for the 2023-24 school year, per pupil funding will be $7,598 per student, and ESAs will be available based on
the following eligibility:

● Year 1: School Year 2023-24
○ All public school students who choose to go to the nonpublic school
○ Nonpublic school students with a household income at or below 300% federal poverty level (38% of

Hillcrest Academy families)
● Year 2: School Year 2024-25

○ All public school students who choose to go to the nonpublic school
○ Nonpublic school students with a household income at or below 400% federal poverty level (another

10% of Hillcrest Academy families - 48% total )
● Year 3: School Year 2025-26

○ All K-12 students in Iowa regardless of income

Other student funding will remain with public school districts. This will include funding for students who choose to
leave their public school, and non-public school students living in the district – even though they wonʼt be educated
there. Itʼs estimated that Iowaʼs public schools will retain approximately $1,202 per pupil for each student who attends
nonpublic schools. This is something that currently, doesn't happen. If a student living in a public school district
attends a nonpublic school, that public school district does not receive ANY funds for that student. Public schools also
continue to receive all local property tax funding.

This bill (if passed) will have a direct, positive impact on the bottom line of Hillcrest Academy. We would expect an
increase in financial resources that would allow us to accomplish things like: offering competitive wages and benefits



to attract and retain the best teachers, expanding and continuing to innovate our current academic programs,
improving facilities, and overall helping us to better serve and attract additional families in Southeast Iowa. While this
email contains information that is current as of today, the reality is that once the current bill works through the
legislative process, there will likely be changes. This is a fluid process with a lot of unpredictability. If you have
opinions/convictions, now is a time when you can be contacting your government representatives.

Hillcrest Academy is part of the Iowa Association of Christian Schools, which fully supports the bill as written and
encourages both chambers to send it to the Governor's desk for signature. This bill rolls out quickly, aggressively,
includes current families who are and have sacrificed much (and treats all nonpublic school families equally), and
protects nonpublic schools from undue regulatory burdens to preserve the distinction that makes school choice
meaningful. The bill provides religious protections, which means that Hillcrest Academy will continue to admit
students and hire employees based on our core values and principles of faith, mission statement, and beliefs. It also
protects our freedom to provide a distinctly Anabaptist Christian curriculum at Hillcrest Academy.

How to Contact Your Representatives
There are many ways to contact your state House and Senate representatives. We have a relationship with the Iowa
Association of Christian Schools and they have a convenient online messaging platform. You can also use a platform
such as Open States to look up and contact your representative by home address.

Questions
Feel free to contact Dwight Gingerich at dgingerich@hillcrestravens.org or Jeremy Ours at jours@hillcrestravens.org.
We remain thankful that regardless of the outcome of this legislation, we have a God who is faithful, good, and
all-knowing. From Romans 8:28, “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to His purpose.”

https://www.iowachristianschools.org/action-center/
https://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/
mailto:dgingerich@hillcrestravens.org
mailto:jours@hillcrestravens.org

