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As you’re listening  in and discovering what is important to them, 
you are probably asking your own set of questions, right? 

Is it clear yet that we have spent many years listening very closely — and compassionately — to the concerns and 
questions that students and parents bring to us at Hillcrest Academy? We’ve walked down this road and wrestled 
over the decision about the best high school for our kids, too. We like questions like these because they can open 
the door to honest, helpful conversations with families just like yours. 

In the next few pages we will answer five of the most important questions you could be asking as you choose 
the right high school. See if these align with your needs and priorities, and then schedule a tour with our team 
so you can experience Hillcrest Academy firsthand. That is the best way to make this choice with confidence.  
 
We can’t wait to meet you soon!

Have they had a hard time making 
healthy friendships in middle school? 

Is something not working where 
they are now? 

Are they excited about sports or 
new extracurricular options in 
high school?

Are they worried about leaving friends if 
they go to a different school?

Mom, Dad, if you have a child in middle school, then you’re caught 
up in the whirlwind of growth and changes they are experiencing.  

It might not feel like you have even had the chance to get used to having a middle schooler … and now, high 
school is here or just around the corner. What are you hearing from your tween about high school?

Where will my child thrive?

Will “SCHOOL X” provide them 
quality opportunities in sports and 
extracurricular activities?

Does the school’s core commitments 
align with what my family values?

Can we afford the private education 
investment?
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IS there really anything more important than 
this core question as you consider school 

options? If your family is committed to a Christian 
understanding of right and wrong, what it means 
to love our neighbor, the importance of service in 
leadership, and a dozen other foundational issues, 
then consider what each school values. Not just the 
core values listed on their website. How do we live 
out our values? That’s what you need to know. 

 
 

The only way to really begin to see a school’s culture 
is to go see it for yourself. School tours at Hillcrest 
Academy are a great space for having serious 
conversations about the things that will have the 
biggest impact on your child. Peer relationships. 
Mentoring from faculty. School culture. Physical, 
emotional, and spiritual safety and security. 
Transparency with parents. The many facets of a 
school’s environment add up to a very long list, and 
we are eager to hear about your priorities. 

Does this high school’s culture and commitments align with 
our family’s beliefs and what we value?

01 
You WA N T T O  K N OW …

We  WA N T YO U  T O  K N OW … … 
It is critically important to us that  

Hillcrest Academy’s foundational values and commitments 
align with your family’s values and worldview — as  

well as your child’s individual educational needs.
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WE will be the first to say that statistics 
cannot tell the whole story of student 

success at a school. However, the right insights can 
be helpful for parents like you at this stage of the 
school selection and enrollment process. Also, we 
just love talking about the ways our students excel. 
They work hard, and it shows!

of our students’ average ACT composite score 
was 27 (out of a possible 36). The 2020 Iowa average 
was 21.1 and the national average was 20.7.

HILLCREST ACADEMY STUDENTS 
far outpace BOTH THE IOWA AND 

NATIONAL ACT AVERAGES.  

75%In 2020, the top

We have created an ideal environment for 

engaged learning. Students own their own 
development because they are excited and love what — 
and how — they study here.

Everything we teach is from a Christ-centered 

foundation. Students do not just learn about science, 
art, or languages — they learn about the Creator who 
made each sphere of human knowledge and who holds 
all the disciplines together. They get the connectedness 
of the world they are entering as young adults. 

Our teachers model, mentor, and inspire. 
Students see and hear Christ reflected in these 
relationships in ways that last into college and 
throughout their whole lives.

Does this high school’s curriculum add up to the college and 
career preparation my student needs to succeed? 

02 
You WA N T T O  K N OW …

We  WA N T YO U  T O  K N OW … … 
There is tremendous potential for your child to grow and develop in high 

school to be ready for college or whatever God will call them to next.

H OW D O  W E  M A K E  T H AT H A P P E N ?  

Our graduates and parents often tell us:
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THE mentoring from our faculty we just 
mentioned is a true distinctive of 

the education students find at Hillcrest Academy. 
Any school has exceptional teachers who go above 
and beyond, but at Hillcrest that’s the norm, not the 
exception. 

This is another reason we always encourage families 
to come for a tour. As you explore the facilities and 
resources here you will also get to meet our teachers. 
You can talk with students who are in the midst of 
having their worldview shaped and influenced by 
their peers and teachers. And, you can meet with 
those teachers — who are passionately devoted to 
their subjects and modeling godly character and 
relationships. 

A school tour will also give you a chance to see what 
our commitment to small class sizes translates into: 
a community where each student is known, valued 
as unique and gifted, and loved as a child of God. 

Since you know your child better than anyone, we 
respect and depend on your help to know what your 
child needs to thrive in school. You can depend on us 
to help guide your student through all the changes 
and challenges of high school.

What kind of influence will this high school’s environment 
have on my child?

03 
You WA N T T O  K N OW …

We  WA N T YO U  T O  K N OW … … 

At Hillcrest Academy we 
have lockers for each 

student … but you won’t 
see locks on them. That is a 
small, but powerful picture 

of the trust and respect 
that is at the heart of our 

learning community.

We will help your student thrive during these formative years.
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Does this high school have all the extracurricular 
opportunities my teenager will love?

04 
You WA N T T O  K N OW …

AND, THESE ARE JUST THE CURRENT 
EXTRACURRICULAR OFFERINGS THEY CAN 
EXPLORE WITH US. Does your student have a niche 
interest or talent they want to cultivate? We celebrate 
all the gifts and good things God has given our students 
and they will find a supportive space to pursue the 
things they love here.

They might develop those classic character traits like 
perseverance, striving for excellence, and graciousness 
in triumph or defeat with one (or more!) of our athletic 
teams. They might make a best friend for life in our 
Board Game Club or discover an early calling to ministry 
in our Chapel student group. They might find their voice 
in more ways than one a part of our Acapella Singers, 
Symphonic Band, or Drama team. 
 
There is no way to tell, just yet, who they will 
become in their time at Hillcrest. One thing is clear, 
though: there is a rich array of wonderful things 
beyond the classroom waiting for them here.

We  WA N T YO U  T O  K N OW … … 
… Hillcrest Academy is a place where your child will be physically and 

emotionally safe to grow into the young man or woman God is shaping 
them to be with all their academic strengths and extracurricular talents.
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T H E  S H O RT A N SW E R 
AT H I L LC R ES T I S ,  yes! 

Excellent Performing 
Arts Programs7

9 Unique Student 
Groups and Clubs 

Outstanding 
Athletic Teams 14

hillcrestravens.org/activities/athletics/

https://www.hillcrestravens.org/activities/performing-arts/acapella-singers/
https://www.hillcrestravens.org/activities/performing-arts/acapella-singers/
https://www.hillcrestravens.org/activities/groups-and-clubs/art-club/
https://www.hillcrestravens.org/activities/groups-and-clubs/art-club/
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Questions about finances and tuition can stir 
up so many feelings — and usually — more 

questions! Some parents are nervous, anxious, or 
not sure how to understand the real, bottomline 
cost in the decision about private school. That is 
why our team is so willing to have the conversation 
about tuition at Hillcrest — it gives us a chance to 
live out the respect, compassion, and transparency 
we extend to every family.

When parents understand the true value of the 
education we are offering their child and find 
out they really can afford the years at Hillcrest 
Academy, we see a lot of joy on a lot of faces. 
Sometimes, we also see relief as parents discover 
that a quality Christian education is truly accessible 
instead of an added stress on their family. 

We use a Variable Tuition Model at  
Hillcrest Academy. Essentially, that 
means that each family pays what 
they can afford to pay. We use an 
impartial third party to calculate each 
family’s tuition costs through a straightforward 
application process you can complete online. 

What does this high school cost? Can our family afford the 
investment in a private, Christian education?

05 
You WA N T T O  K N OW …

The lifelong value of an 
education at Hillcrest 

Academy for your child far 
exceeds the cost

We  WA N T YO U  T O  K N OW … … 
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IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE COST 
OF EDUCATION FOR YOUR FAMILY, WE 
ENCOURAGE YOU TO DO THREE THINGS:

Know that 94% of our families receive 
financial aid or tuition discounts. 

Visit our website hillcrestravens.org to read 
more about our variable tuition model and 
start your financial aid application. 

Write your finance questions down so we 
can talk about them when you visit or get in 
touch with our team!
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https://www.hillcrestravens.org/admissions/tuition-and-financial-aid/
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With everything we’ve shared  
about Hillcrest Academy, can you imagine that we are a good fit  

for your student and your family’s needs?

Did you get a strong sense  
of the Christian commitment to service, excellence, and love that we 

value in our hallways, classrooms, and relationships? 

SIGN UP TO SHADOW A STUDENT FOR ONE 

OF OUR VISIT DAYS OR SCHEDULE YOUR 

FAMILY’S TOUR ONLINE NOW. 

We can’t wait to 
welcome you to campus 
for the first time.

Questions? If we can help in any way, then we want to hear from you. 

Call 319-656-2073 (ext. 20) or send an email to our  
Director of Enrollment, Rebecca Beachy Miller: rbeachymiller@hillcrestravens.org

On a school tour or meeting with a family, we always make space to talk about 
our unique culture and how our learning environment is different from other 
schools, show off our state of the art fine arts center or our historic gymnasium, 
and hear all about your biggest priorities in this high school decision.

So, what are you waiting for?

HILLCRESTRAVENS.ORG   |   1421 540th Street SW    |   Kalona, IA 52247

HILLCRESTRAVENS.ORG/ADMISSIONS/VISIT

www.hillcrestravens.org
http://hillcrestravens.org/admissions/visit

